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Aiming to control the Pacific region, both the US and Japanese navies of the World
War Il era employed an amay of deadly submarines. While the main objective of the US
subs was to destroy enemy supply lines, their Japanese counterparts were designed
to operate in fleet warfare. By the end of the conflict, about 200 US Navy warships and
shipping vessels had been sunk by Japanese submarines. In contrast, over 1300 Im-
perial Navy vessels were sunk by US submarines, which dealt a vicious blow to the
supply lines of the Japanese. However, some major victories were attained by these
submarines, including the sinking of the aircraft carrier Wasp by the |-19 and the sink-
ing of the heavy cruiser Indianapolis by the 1-58 just before the close of the war,

The |-58 was the last vessel to be produced of the scouting class of subs, which was
the main class of the Japanese Navy. The scouting class of submarines, along with the
headquarters and attack classes, were constructed under the Third Naval Replace-
ment Program in 1937. While the function of the headquarters class was to act as a
flagship and communications relay center, the attack class was heavily equipped with
torpedoes for strikes against enemy warships. The role of the scouting class subs
such as the I-58 was to locate and attack key warships of the enemy, dealing a pre-
emptive blow and weakening an oncoming fleet. The I-58 was laid down in Yokosuka
Navy Yard in September 1940. It displaced 2,140 tons standard, 2,607 tons submerged

and boasted an overall length of 108.7m. The |-58 was capable of speeds of up to
17.75 knots surfaced and 6.5 knots submerged. Its maximum range was 21,000 nauti-
cal miles at 16 knots surfaced and 105 nautical miles at 3 knots submerged. The I-58
carried a Type 0 small reconnaissance seaplane E-14 (Glen) and a catapult to launch it.
The primary weaponry of the 1-58 consisted of six torpedo tubes, three on each side of
the bow. However, it also served as the mother ship for the Kaiten human torpedoes.
These one-man special attack subs used the type 93 oxygen torpedoes as a base, but
were equipped with a steering system, periscope, and 1550kg explosive tip.

Perhaps the greatest victory ever scored by a Japanese submarine happened late on
the night of July 30th 1945, at the hands of the veteran captain of the -58, Lieutenant
Commander Mochitsura Hashimoto. He detected what appeared to be a New Mexico
class battleship, but which was actually the heavy cruiser Indianapolis, which had just
dropped off material for an atomic bomb in Tinian. The captain decided to attack with
a salvo of six regular torpedoes rather than the Kaiten human torpedoes. After seven-
ty-five seconds, two of those torpedoes struck the cruiser, ripping out chunks of the
ship's underside with massive explosions. The Indianapolis sunk about fifteen minutes
later. The I-58 duly returned to her home port of Kure on August 14th, 1945, one day
before the war finally ended.
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/\CAUTION

@Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before commencing assembly.
A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles the model. @
When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be taken
to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
Jor cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children
must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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